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Reagan Says U.S. 
Seeking Peace in 
Central America , 

There Is-.No ‘Ulterior BurposeJ 
In Policy, (Conference ^ 

By Lou Cannon - 

vvaswngton Post Staff Witter ^ V "’k 5 7- W* -ii 

President Reagan last^night sQugtfejfcb^^ 
who fear his administration is he^in^OT^a^etnam* , 
type war in Central America by discounting the. impor- 
tance of planned large-scale U.S. military exercises in the 
region and emphasizing that he favors peaceful resolu- 
tion of armed conflicts in El Salvador and Nicaragua. 

At a nationally televised news conference in the East 
Room of the White House, the 19th of his presidency, 
Reagan suggested that the concern about his Central 
American policy reflects an Inaccurate: assessment df ad-, 
ministration aims by Congress and the media. 

“First of all. there is no comparison with Vietnam and 
there's not going to be anything of that kind in this” 
Reagan said. “And maybe the people are disturbed be- 
cause of the confused pattern that has been presented to 
them and the constant drumbeat with regard to the . . . 
suspicion that somehow there is an ulterior purpose in 
this.” 

* In attempting to shift the emphasis, Reagan endorsed 
efforts by some Latin American countries to obtain a 
regional peace settlement and even offered a rare com- 
pliment to the leftist governments of Cuba and Nicara- 
gua for recent statements “that seem to indicate that 
they, too, now recognize the merit to regional negotia- 
tion.-.." 

This contrasted sharply to recent Reagan statements 
in which he denounced what he called the Cuban and 
Soviet “war machine"’ in Nicaragua. But, while the tone 
of Reagan's comments last night was subdued, he did not 
back away from any of the Central America policy’ po- 
sition? that have aroused opposition here. 

Though he refused to discuss covert U.S. support for 
guerrilla? challenging the leftist Sandinista government 
in Nicaragua, Reagan said it would be “a very grave mis- 
take” tor Congress to outlaw the CIA operation. Admin- 
istration sources have put the total of the U.S.-backed 
anti -Sana inista guerrillas at about 12.000 men. 

Tne president said no plan has been put before him to 


raise the number of U.S. military advis- 
ers in El Salvador from the current self- 
imposed limit of 55, although other ad- 
ministration officials have said the Pen- 
tagon has sent such a recommendation to 
..the White House. But Reagan did say it 
would be possible . to train Salvadoran 
. troops more quickly for their war against , 
;Aeftist rebels if the number of U.S. advis-, 
tiers were increased. 

Reagan repeated a statement from his 
iast news conference, this time attribut- 
ijihg it to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
tAhat a president “should never say 4 nev- 

” when asked a hypothetical question 
-Jifoout the commitment of U.S. troops. 
•wiiHe also said, as he has in the past, 
n that he has no plans to commit combat 
ntroops to the region and that U.S. allies 
'•Have not requested them. 
w'- Reagan s news conference last night, 
i his second in a month but the last one 
planned before Labor Day, was domi- 
nated by the issue of Central America, as 
’•White House officials had anticipated. 

: One said the president scheduled the 
‘mews conference because he wanted to 
•“calm the fears in the country and Con- 
gress” about the direction of U.S. policy 
in the region. 

The president opened with a state- 
ment in which he emphasized his support 
of “democracy, reform and human free- 
dom” in Central America and in which he 
' played down the role of U.S. military and 
naval exercises that will begin next 
.’ month in Honduras and off the coasts oi 
\ Central America. 

The exercises will involve two battle- 
ship groups and from 3,000 to 4,000 com- 
bat troops, hut Reagan said they are 
? “limited in purpose” He added that the 
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